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SUBJECT: TENSION STAYS HIGH: SOCIALISTS TO HOLD RALLY 
REF: LISBON 3974 

SUMMARY: JULY 13 ATTACK ON PCP HEADQUARTERS IN RIO MAIOR WAS 
FOLLOWED BY JULY 14 BURNING OF LISBON NEWSPAPERS IN THE SAME 
TOWN. REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL (RC) HELD JULY 14 MEETING ON 
ANGOLA AND SAID ADDITIONAL TROOPS MIGHT BE SENT. TROOPS, 
HOWEVER, MAY REFUSE TO GO. SOCIALISTS PLAN LARGE RALLY 
NEAR REPUBLICA EVENING JULY 15. RALLY COULD RESULT IN 
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VIOLENCE, BUT IT IS PROBABLY TOO SOON TO TRIGGER COUNTRYWIDE 
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REACTION. END SUMMARY 

1. ANOTHER INCIDENT IN RIO MAIOR: AN ANGRY CROWD OF APPROXIMATELY 
300 IN RIO MAIOR SEIZED EVENING DELIVERY TRUCKS AND BURNED 

JULY 14 EDITIONS OF LISBON "DIARIA DE LISBOA." AND "DIARIO 
POPULAR." RESIDENTS WERE INFURIATED BY LISBON PRESS COVERAGE OF 
JULY 13 ATTACK ON PCP HEADQUARTERS (REFTEL) IN RIO MAIOR AND 
CONTENT OF PCP AND FSP COMMUNIQUES AS PUBLISHED IN NEWSPAPERS. 
MILITARY UNITS FROM NEARBY TOWN OF SANTAREM WERE PRESENT BUT 
DID NOT INTERVENE. 

2. REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL AND ANGOLA: SHORT COMMUNIQUE FOLLOWING 
JULY 14 RC MEETING STATED ONLY THAT ANGOLA POLITICAL SITUATION, AND 
AZORES WERE TOPICS OF MEETING. AFTER MEETING, MINISTER OF LABOR 
COSTA MARTINS SAID GOP WOULD REINFORCE MILITARY FORCES IN 
ANGOLA IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN POSITION OF "ACTIVE NEUTRALISM." 

MARTINS ADDED THAT SOCIALIST WITHDRAWAL FROM GOP WOULD BE TOPIC OF 
JULY 15 RC MEETING. (COMMENT: IF GOP ORDERS TROOPS TO ANGOLA, 

THERE IS REAL POSSIBILITY THEY WILL REFUSE TO GO. TROOPS 
REFUSED TO LEAVE LISBON FOR ANGOLA ON JUNE 6 ALTHOUGH THEY WERE 
EVENTUALLY PERSUADED TO EMBARK. WITH ANGOLA SITUATION MUCH GRIMMER 
THIS TIME, THE MATTER WILL BE A TEST OF GOP AUTHORITY OVER THE 
SOLDIERS. END COMMENT) 

3. SOCIALIST RALLY: SOCIALIST PARTY HAS CALLED FOR MASSIVE 
JULY 15 RALLY IN FRONT OF LISBON PARTY HEADQUARTERS TO DEMON- 
STRATE SUPPORT FOR SOCIALIST'S DECISION TO WITHDRAW FROM GOP. 

RALLY SITE IS CLOSE TO OFFICE OF NEWSPAPER "REPUBLICA" AND 
LARGE TURNOUT EXPECTED. 

4. PCP CHIDES SOCIALISTS: PCP NOTE OF JULY 15 CHARGED COLLAPSE 

OF REACTIONARY CONSPIRACY AND BRAZENLY CLAIMED CREDIT FOR SAVING 
PRIME MINISTER FROM EFFORT TO OUST HIM. STATEMENT ALSO CALLED ON 
PEOPLE TO REMAIN VIGILANT AND ORGANIZE TO CUT SHORT ANY' COUNTER- 
REV OLUTIONARY ADVENTURE." 

5. COMMENT: SOCIALISTS RALLY IS FIRST ATTEMPT BY PS TO MOUNT 
PUBLIC PROTEST AFTER THEIR DEPARTURE FROMTHE GOVERNMENT. PS 
EFFORTS TO GENERATE A LARGE DEMONSTRATION ARE HAMPERED BY 
THEIR LACK OF ACCESS TO THE MEDIA, ESPECIALLY THE RADIO. 
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NEVERTHELESS, THE PS HOPES TO HAVE UP TO 100,000 PEOPLE. 

6. DEMONSTRATION CLOSE TO REPUBLICA BUILDING COULD WELL 
RESULT IN VIOLENCE ON PARTY OF DEMONSTRATORS GIVEN VOLATILE 
MOOD OF THE COUNTRY, THE CATHOLIC DEMONSTRATIONS IN AVEIRO, 

THE RIO MAIOR EVENTS, THE IMPENDING PPD DEPARTURE FROM 

THE GOVERNMENT, ANGOLA, THE ECONOMIC DECLINE, AND THE 
INCREASING HOSTILITY TO THE AFM. ALTHOUGH THE PS RANK AND FILE, 
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MORE MILITANT THAN THE LEADERSHIP, MIGHT HOPE TO TRIGGER COM- 
PLEMENTARY DEMONSTRATIONS AND VIOLENCE IN OTHER PARTS OF THE 
COUNTRY, WE ARE INCLINED TO DOUBT THIS WILL HAPPEN. THE PS AND 
ITS SYMPATHIZERS LACK THE LEADERSHIP AND ORGANIZATION FOR THIS 
SORT OF NATIONWIDE RESPONSE. 

CARLUCCI 
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